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not spread the disease even though the eggs from which they were hatched came from a tuberculous flock or were laid by tuberculous hens. They might not be vigorous, but there would be no danger of their bringing tuberculosis into a healthy flock.
How to distinguish tuberculosis
Blackhead might be confused with tuberculosis. The former is a disease of turkeys, but may affect chickens when they are raised in close contact with a flock of turkeys. The lesions or changes found in blackhead are seen in the liver and blind gut or appendix. The blackhead liver may be covered with dark spots with greenish-yellow borders. When dug into with the finger or a stick, they are found to be mushy in character, much like an ulcer or abscess. The tuberculous spot is grayish or yellowish-white in color, hard, and grits when cut through. Blackhead does not affect the spleen, while tuberculosis does. Blackhead causes the blind gut to be greatly enlarged and filled with a yellow cheesy mass. In tuberculosis the blind gut is not affected. Blackhead does not produce any changes in the remainder of the intestine, while tuberculosis may show the typical warty growths mentioned.
To avoid confusion between these two diseases, the reader is cautioned to remember that blackhead is rare in chickens, while tuberculosis is very common. Tuberculosis may at times affect turkeys, but only rarely. A spotted liver in a turkey together with an enlarged and swollen blind gut would be almost sure to be blackhead. Also, blackhead affects birds as young as a week or ten days of age, while tuberculosis seldom occurs in birds under six months old. White cucumber-seed-like objects may be found under the skin of many of the older hens and it is often assumed that these are associated with tuberculosis (Fig. 45). The white seeds are all that is left of a mite which normally lives on the outside of the bird. This is not the common chicken mite, but a much rarer variety. Many of them burrow under the